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POPULATION IN FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
MIGRATORY LABOR CAMPS 


Current Report No.» l 


Arizona-California Camps 
January - Avril, 1940 


This is the first in a series of reports concerning the social 
and economic characteristics of agricultural laborer families living 
in the Farm Security Administration's Migratory Labor Camps in the 
Nestern States. These reports are compiled from registration forms 
filled out for each family entering a camp. Additional information is 
requested from the families as they leave campe 


he registration form was devised by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and the Farm Security Administration to afford an indication 
of the family composition, occupational and residential history, educa-~ 
tional status, and migratory movements of the people served by the 
Migratory Labor Camps. The registration form is very brief and its 
execution requires only about ten minutes time. 


This report is an analysis of registrations in California and 


Arizona Camps from the first part of January through April, 1940. 


SUMMARY 


From the first part of January through April, 1940, 2,648 
families registered in FSA Migratory Labor Camps in California and 

af 
Arizona.” Most of these families were newly arrived migrants from 
other states. Coming principally from Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and 


Missouri, they entered FSA Camps after brief periods of residence in 


nearby places. 
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1/ This figure is not corrected for duplications arising from the 
registration of a single family in two or more camps during the period. 
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With only a few exceptions, these families were homeless, with- 
out any residential base from which they were migrating or to which they 
expected to returns Families were almost entirely of the white race and 
family heads were predominantly youthful. The typical family included 
four or five persons, of whom two were workers, either employed or seek- 
ing employment. Almost all adults including women, and nearly half of 
the teen-age children were seeking employment. Only half of the families, 
however, had received any employment during the month preceding entry 
into the camps, and nearly 90 per cont of tho available working time of 
all persons either working or seeking work was unemployed during that 
month. Very few families had members working at tho time they entered 
the comps and few had beon promised work in the camp vicinity. Many 
children of school age were not attending school. 

Only a sriall proportion of family heads had more than an cighth 
grade cducation. The hoads of families reported a wide variety of occu- 
pational experience. Practically all of then had worked as agricultural 
laborers; most had been farm operators, and about half of then had worked 
for considerable periods in nonagricultural industries. 

Families departing from camps during the four-month period had 
stayed in camp slightly less than five weeks on the averagee Alnost 
ali departing families reportod that they wore leaving camp to seek ene 
ploynent, but fow families had work comiections or any definite prospect 
of recoiving the employnont which they were loaving the camps to scoky. 


The eaployment sought during the period here summarized was largely in 
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and potato harvests and in thinning peaches. 


the pea 
Most of the departing families were going to places not far 
distant from the camp they were leaving. Only a few families said they 


were leaving the state in which the canp was located. 
While one-fourth of the families entering the camps during the 
foursmonth period had come alnost directly from other FSA Camps, only 


a few of those checking out of canps said they expected to reenter FSA 


Comps at their destinations. 
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SIZE OF THE CAMP POPULATION 


During the first four months of 1940 the average population in 
sf 

the five camps in northern California increased from 253 families 
in January to 395 families in April. In the five camps in the San 
Joaquin Valley the average monthly povulation increased from 834 fan- 
ilies in January to 917 families in April. Average population in the 
two Arizona Camps also increased from 204 families in January to 349 
families in Aprile However, in sharp contrast with these three regions, 
the population of the four camps in the Imperial and Coachella Valleys 
declined by more than 50 per cent, from an average of 654 families in 
January to 509 families in April. This exodus occurred even though 
May is peak month of seasonal labor demand in the Imperial Valleye2/ 
The explanation of this exodus of families from the Imperial and 
Coachella Valley, while the population in other camps was slowly in- 
creasing, probably lies to some extent in the seasonal migration pattem 
of these families and to some extent in the type of agricultural labor 


required in this valloy during April and May. 
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V/ Northern California San Joaquin Valloy Imperial and Arizona 
Camps Camps Coachella Valloy Camps 
le Gridloy 1, Westloy ey, AO le Aqua Fria 
Zo Yuba City 20 Visalia 2e Mobile #1 ée ll Mile 
3, Winters 3, Mobile #2 3. Brawley Cornor 
4, Windsor Corcoran 4, Mobile #5 
5. Thornton 4. Shaftor 
5. Arvin 


e/ Adams, Re Le Seasonal Labor necds for California Crops - 1936 
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Camp population related to camp capacity in the four regions 
is graphically shown in Chart 4. 

The registration of 2,648 families including 11,3570 persons | 
entering FSA Camps during the first four months of 1940, provides in- 
formation on a greater number of families and persons than the average 
number in all FSA Camps in California and Arizona during any one of 
these months. The average number of families in all camps during this 


period was highest in March when it stood at 2,021 families or 9,101 


persons 


= 5a 


yA 


GS? al ane 
Wer ae ES teeta 


- i 


: ee 
¢ ders b nt ae ke 


rey 


« 


WHERE THE FAMILIGS CAME FROM 
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While some families entered camps directly following a long 
distance migration, the majority moved into camps from relatively 
nearby places. Nearly three-fourths of the families entering the 14 
camns in California, reported having lived at some place in the state 
for two weeks or longer immediately before entering camp, 13 ver cent 
reported Arizona as the state of last residence for two weeks or longer 
and the other 13 per cent had come directly from other states, princi- 
pally Oklahoma, Arkunsas, end Missouri. 

In themmgemprtecebedwaim the Imperial and Coachella Valley Camps, 
however, only 45 per cent of the families reported their last residence 
to have been in California; 36 per cent were previously in Arizona and 
18 per cent in other states. In the camps located in northern Cali- 
fornia 88 per cont of the families last resided for at least two weeks 
in California and only 5 per cent came directly from Arizona. Only ll 
per cent of the 345 families entering Arizona camps reported California 
as the state of last residence; 70 ner cent were last in Arizona, and 
19 per cent in other states (Table 1). Most of the families going 
from California to Arizona were from Imperial County. 

Of the families entering the San Joaquin Valley camps, a large 
portion had recently resided in the counties adjacent to the camps. 
Another large portion wes made up of those moving northward from the 


Imperial Valley. Northern California camps drew their population from 


a wider area. Nevertheless, the tendency for families to move into 
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camps from relatively short distances remnined evident in this region, 


and in general was true as well for the camps in Arizona (Table 2). 

One-fourth of the families entering cemps in California came 
directly from other FSA Camps. A slightly smaller proportion had 
lived previously in private camps of farmers. Fifteen per cent of the 
families had been living in roadside (squatter) camns, 12 per cent in 
auto camps, 16 per cent in houses which they rented, and only 8 fam- 
ilies reported that they were in homes which they ovmed. More than 
half the families living in Arizona before entering FSA Camps were in 
the private camps of farmers, and 20 per cent were in roadside camps. 
(Table 3). 

The location of these families immediately before coming into 
FSA Camps does not by any means represent their permanent, usual, or 
long time residence. 

More than four-fifths of them had migrated to Arizona and Cali- 
fornia since the beginning of 1939. In answer to the question as to 
the last state in which they hed lived for one year or more prior to 
arrival in the state where the camp was located, more than a third of 
the families said that state was Oklahoma; an additional 30 per cent 
indicated the three states of Texas, Arkansas and Missouri. In addi- 
tion to these more than a score of other states were indicated, of 
which the most frequently mentioned were Kansas, Washington, Oregon and 
Colorado in the order named. 


The families were also asked if they had "a place or residence 


Table 2. 


Families Entering F.S.A. Migratory Labor Camps in California 
and Arizona During Janusry~April, 1940 Classified-by Their 
Residence of Two Weeks or More in Celifornia and Arizona 
Counties Just Before Fntering Camps. 
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in any place or town to which they expected to return." ‘This question 
incorporates an operational definition of a "home"; thet is, was there 


place which might be considered as a base from which the femily mi- 


© 


grated to find employment and to which they returned. More than two- 
thirds of the familiss said they had no such "place." 

Of the 653 families who said that there was a place to which 
they expected to return, about a third said this "home" was in Oklahome; 
Texas was indicated by a fifth of the families but only 12 per cent of 
these families reported such a place in California, and but 3 per cent 
indicated one in Arizona (Table 4). 

Even in the terms in which this question was asked, the repligs 
expressing expectation to return to this "home" or base of operations, 
when analysed became not & matter of clear intention but in most cases 
an expression of sentiment, of desire or of hope. Of 270 families who 
said they expected to return to Oklahoma considerably less than haif 
believed they would do so within a year; nearly a third had not been 
there at all during the preceding twelve months, and only 30 per cent 


of those with "homes" in Oklahoma had been there for more than eight 
& 


months during the preceding year. Only fourteen of the 270 families 


9 


said they ovmed house in.Oklahome. Sudstantially, the same answers 
were given by the families reporting their “homes" in Texas, Missouri, 
Kansas and New Mexico. 


However, those families which reported "homes" in California 


gave evidence that such "homes" were actually serving as bases for 
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Table 4. 


Families Entering F.G.A. Migratory Labor Camps in California 


and Arizona During January-April, 1940, Clas 
State and by Camps of Registration. 


“Camps c "of | ff Registre ation 
AGL tNorthern :San- Joaquin: Imperial vand: 
Home State : Camps :California: Valley : Coachella 


> No. : Pot,: Noe: eG: Ne. 2) Pot. > No. 


th A A OA EET SN A ne eR RSP at =A nS Se a: 


Total :2,648100,0:658 '100.0/1,06%+200.0: 584 
No Home State cs 795: 675 8: 545 83.1: 17% 101: 324 
California 102: sug: 34 562: 3; 5 eh: By 
Arizona 28: me Bs 068: a: nie 1s 
Oklahome. 270: 10.2: 10 1.5: 101: 9.5: 70 
Texas 176: ba6: 42 Le?! we 545: 70 
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Washington ; Hum ett Gt! deat Alt 1,0: 4 
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relatively short migrations, Of the 102 families who said they expected 


to return to a "place" 


i Californie, Oniy o per cent had not lived in 
thet place during the past year and 88 per cent of them expected to re- 
turn there within the next twelve months. Fourteen per cent of these 
families states that they owned houses in California. These 102 fam- 
ilies reported “homes” in 27 counties of California; a fourth of them 
in communities with populations between five and ten thousend people. 

More families expected to return to their "homes" in Oregon and 
Washington within the next year than was the case in any of the other 
states besides California (Table 5). 

The extensive recent migrations described above entailed the 
Operation and the maintainance of motor vehicles, At the time of their 
registration only 12 per cent of the heads of families did not possess 
cars, but had come into the camps in the vehicles of relatives or friends. 
Nearly 60 per cent of the motor vehicles of registering families were 


? 
over 10 years old, and only 6 per cent of them had been manufectured in 


1937 or thereafter. 


1 ve Ee a A ae 


1? “up 


oe 


ce, 


vel Pap 4 ( { Ui yeas 
eh altos eS aa , 1 : * 


ee. Pet 


Ra 


a) 


4 


ae oes ret Same &E 
ote eer Ga eene todo *wifagaR 
( At 7 
q 4; Ay n Y 


A 7 “’ eee . 2 4 
. ale bs Pury cn | i. a = ined i 
ae ake: vag Eg , wn Ret a ay fab TN F 
Real Le bit sal ae St Ta Rr ; | 
a 7 oe Ps oe eee A 4 Asal Weim, red é 
i ) 30) ve: a “y a? ra ea] a 7 oh ere a , 
wt i ! sg ; ' 
a ‘ | . 
int rb : Ky : 
. ‘ . ss A Das te . * : . iL ; 
phe neha Hie te Skat ‘neue EN TEP: | oa 
v) : i pay Y ° ag Soh 4 ‘ea y a wh aK ia m *-0 : ; a + 
, Nae eh 5 Bel gadia a ess nN eer eA Vy ; 


v : i 9 i. » , cat a 


wea Te eo 


+ Py ee Yj 
yp SM yes amas Re aia. ali cay a3 Rt “ee ‘a tage’ Se, ie fi 
ite } } , G ute a oy mS) ‘ey 3 


a y/ 
A : i he 


| ' | be 
fice a, ish Sas ok a ogame aot nA caine 


RE oa Ta iy Medias | ai desig ‘Saeiernin 0a.) 


i 


- yy 
von! oval 


TM ui mi if : bit hee pel 


AGE COMPOSITION AND PERSONS IN LABOR MARK &T 


i a a TR ee 


The families registering in FSA Camps during the period under 
consideration constitute a youthful group of people, with numerous 
ehiidren snd relatively. few old persons. Nearly half of the 11,370 
persons in these families were less than 19 years of age and only 6 
per cent of the total number were more than 50 years old (Table 6). 
tie yourcurul character Of these families is further reflected in the 
ages of the family heads, 55 per cent of whom were less than thirty 
yeers of age, 62 per cent under forty and less than 9 per cent over 
sb years of age. 

Thirty of the families registered were unattached individuals; 
all the rest consisted of two\jor more persons with an average of 4.3 
persons per family. 

A series of questions on the registration form are designed 
to establish which persons are workers. These include questions as 
to which family members are working at time of entering camp, which 
are promised work, and what others are available for end seeking em- 
ployment. The total of persons in these several categories, excluding 
eny duplications, is considered to be the number of working members 
in the family. On this basis, the 2,648 families included an avail- 
able labor supply of 5,574 persons--a number significantly high in 
view of the fact that nearly half of all persons were less than 19 
years of age. The average family had 2.1 persons actively in the 


labor merket. 
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pie ‘ie 
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‘ a | see an 

i / oe) 


en 12 years of age and under were only one-half of one 


of all workers actively in tne labor market, but children 


the eges of 13 and 18 years constituted 14 per cent of the 
population. More than half of the working members of these 


ies were botween 19 and 39 years of age. Aoproximately 80 per 
- cent of all persons from 19 to 60 years of age were reported as 


_- - being actively in the labor market (Chart %). 


v ‘ 
eae | 4 
=| 


on 


NEN ne 


an cf ; 


tong pags ¥ uth tut 


ae 


pe ya si io ag ‘pst cae 


| rw ve 
si vue is ik 
ea ¥ es at, 2 


ae Me a> 


ti 


Ae - reve . cia “ ‘ sd i car, As if 


Si 


= a Tang! . Or. 7 + 
y tom Jupyoes,, Joqunu pie ,Mou ZuTyZom, roqunu Jo UOTITPPY , 


a 


ee 
oe 
ee 
ee 
e 
oe 
« 
ee 
oe 
ee 


LET t8a¥ex OQ T0AQ 


LD 
° 
s<H 
tw 
ee 
tw 
rt 
mt 
O> 
e 
Se) 
Cte 
oe 
CO 
rl 
ro 
wo 
° 
& 
ee 
rc 
14) 
e 
X 
au) 
n 
tf 
OQ 
S 
ie) 
al | 


O°O0T 


ie sce, os oo ee OS? Foie’ oe : 9° 2 2  O°GS 0 26h oe a CO eee *SIB9]7 69-0¢ 


oO 
oO 
™ 
oe 
ee) 
ine) 
co 
<y 
® 
Ne) 
t~- 
re 
oO 
e@) 
ie) 
e 
ND 
Gee 
ne) 
ud) 
e 
MN 
° 
hm 
Ne) 
ee 
O 
S)) 
in) 
ee 
ee) 
iw 
OC 
* 
co 
13 
uy 
w 
ie) 
mH 
Oo 
<sH 
u 
cS 
S 


O*O0T 


Oot e 2-OGe Ts > FRA (SST TS ae * $S ; 6°L $ the 8.99 * O*OOT Seges 1 se2Be, 6e-o8 


ite) 
e 
O> 
ht 
ee 
hw 
s 
ro 
n~ 
[ani 
ee 
(ee) 
° 
uD 
t 
La 
Sp 
CS 
n 
N 
ee 
~ 
e 
ina) 
t 
° 
ft 
cO 
- 
Ci 
ND 
i<@) 
@ 
(e8) 
Oo 
ny 
© 
\D, 
ri 
oO) 
ieP) 
i<@) 
“ 
ON 
18 
fy 
oy} 
© 
a] 
6p) 
2 
i 
OD 
rd 


it. as G 


eo 
«e 
oe 
ee 
oe 
ee 
eo 
or 


ft 
° 
Ne) 
sH 
te 
<h 
ite) 
8 
ee 
O> 
) 
ie) 
Sh 
ae 
e8) 
rm 
t- 
ee 
N 
° 
MN 
ee) 
ND 
On 
e 
tf 
o> 
° 
[pe 
cd 
N 
[oP) 
Ov2 
© 
° 
© 
OC 
ro 
uc 
ts 
tO 


ee 
es 
ac 
oe 


986° tSaBez ZT-9 


ND 
e 
ro 
uo 
N 
ie) 
ro 
Ke) 
ON 
t 
I 
(@) 
° 
© 
| 
a) 
° 
© 
Hg) 
Se) 
Se 
O 
es | 


- : -~ 3% - : - 3: ~ ¢ = : - : - : - ¢ O°OOT- <“POUS1 seeps Gracrig 
Drer = ylG'Ss G°9r “S yes*Gs 4A°2 + Oe 3 Ss - 9°02 & bPe"e: OF00L ZLOAR ITs Bey Tip 
queg Jegisequng:quep goqisequny:9ue9 Jegizequng: sequngy 24Uep tegitequny:9tep tegitequny : | 
gFOATeY Foqgey : MLO hh, > uoTABeIAsTsey : Seq OF 488g : SAG : SUOSIOg : dnoiy 

UT [e490] :8UTYe0g Joquny :du@g Jo euTy yy: pexytoy, sAeq JO: QF 4Seq poNsoM: Jo Jequnyg  : ody 
; eo - BUTAACH, Joqunyitoquny eSeteay: suosaoeg Jo °oN: te, : 


*UOTYCAGSTZOy JO OUT] eo YOM Butryess pue Gutrsop, szoquny 
oy} pus duSo ogut Auqug dutpeosesg sAvq OF 944 UT powjdoM oum dnoiy 
esy Youy UT Jequny 94g pue ‘sedy Aq peTgtssetg *OFET ‘[Tady-Ascnuee 


j ] ¢ 3 ry o % 0 sales ae we hg BAY 0 r t nt 7 T rer T a 
sdueg Joqey Alo4gvast,| uotyeaqstutupy Aqtanoeg waeg Gutsoquq SsuOSsteg TTy 


9 ST48L 


~ 


Chart Noe 2e 


ilies entering FEA 


of fan 


e Labor 


eersons actively in th 


Casenmes lich asoumy 1ene ar 


RE 
= 


Ag 


da fornie snd Ari Zoom 


ms in Ca 


awe 


a 
rar 


ams 


atory Labor C 


Woer 


1940 


fe Brel 


Ja 


Fa a a oe a te ee ee tea es ey 


1 


ese Rain 8 ote eins escalate ieee} IGS RR Sanaa ty Ai ee Lf SY Re pe pce. im Ree tn eaten repro eeeeend 1 cpmel aon Wine at Yaron meee 


{rin merene Saye araratc rep Tesi asta REE in Oe: REET HI AT NN TE GT FIRE LEE AU LE TR EA NN ONE Ls Ry FR BEIT ret 


neat ores 


— lee 


3) a DE ee Se ee ee! 

= —_ _ — anes ~ ce eater Vee aoe eee | 

t 

Beene Same a 4 

AM Te OS eae AP REE RE NOD PN NEGO REN I 16S ON LRT ie RE AANA TARE A ART A EERSTE SNAPE RAR eR etn nen: of 


nA REE. RARE RA ef RR Ot ly RL RE SRS RTT PENNE lay ey NNO + ML NEIRN A PIR ANSON TUT NAAN ARE ET es HE EL: | ROT ARR SA LONE AI EP} 


F aresoeisenn cri amnctenetmettiaceaeent ieimemecetiones tbtienmeearane ie ietintamees orienta aemmnaiindiaaatamacthdimamendindarialiicneaten ienedtnnaictediomariieiiianetenthahianateerememein meacendieiadaianiae dmabessiintentinetmeenineammemnnntonteinmninnmninineianiin’ 


a Shee ccna en sine htt = ene ee berarsh ty * Eapreses rr sieeoaie | sai auahila myede 4 (acinar ena nae ane eelnee sleet ahenie weer sale 


aa a ee ee PO Ee ere RR ak AE oh Or eR GARE mm a 
cane ne nap Speer emits teams ran etme me ames een pee teint nineteen Rea Namen mage aM: senate iF 


cyte a cei e carne re ie ene nin meter mi my SR pea Nene Se mcm em oars 
D 5 
b> 


i 


Meters teat! voles, SSRs a sien iestae A One Oe acntoes  OU NUS ane MA See ROER (eC ers SESE sae EMER EICn Oror eR SER 


an eee gs Tamar milton tok i 


Oe ein tonal mati ole oe etnsirnn er Wel imams rete AN Nes ml ete Memeo n Bes ttey abipee tliat The a sew ean Lane 


n 
; 

rome: { 

mtr \ianneen a Lee ea Latent teeta at LANNE) SRE HERE AOR EN DS | i 
ee (ee ae pe men mee nee eneae y TOMM eee tenia us bora oe Sant | 


RE NR RO ORR ES Serve eemB. Abeer dates » OS AE AEN NEA — LO OCD MG EOE” DENG! OLN A 5 RE IBIAS Ral 6S I A | IB sil PT i) PBT EEE Sh AS NN 
O ©> 
° nd ° e 
(2) (S) ¢ 
oe) oO SI O 


UO 


a 


100.0 
O 


squeg tog 


near a 


60+ 
years 


eo) 
Pe, 


0-5 


5 


30-39 
yeers 


years 


years 


mast 


pot 


a 


Tiana! & 


: ‘ix 
dei ethane gala eR 


slides ait as ut one Oo whelaen age See - aid he witoe aay seo atop myth ikcae Sette 


= 
> 
+ 


‘ 
yea he 5 


Piers eae ete See a ee 


u Peo a d ~ ~ 
eine’ \etewt deer tet erate 
>: , 


raed 


EMPLOYMENT IN MONTH PREVIOUS 70 ENTERING CAMP 


SEL NTE SERIO, SPIE SI IT SE te i NIE TIS ION ST ree SO ES 
As the families included in this analysis entered the camps in 
the four months from January through fpril, 1940, their employment ex- 


perience reported for the month prior to their entry into the camps, 


will, for some families be in December, 1939 while for others largely in 
Fowever, there were no significant differences in the amount 


apr ii, 1 Oe0. 
of work received in the month prior to camp registration between those 


families entering camps in January and those registering in the latter 
Nor, were there material differences in the amounts of 


part of Agril. 
employment received by the families entering the camps in one section of 


the two states from that reported by families entering camps in another 


G 


a 
Fegiom, | lucrerore, the following discussion of employment éxpérience curs 
ing the 50 days before entering camps will be described for the 2,648 fam- 


ilies without differentiation by date of registration, by FSA Camp loca- 


st residence. 
the families reported receiving any ém- 


taon or by place of la 
Only S2 per cent of .all 
ployment in the month preceding their entry into the FSA Camps. The 
10 Work Gm this period reported an averere 


families that ad 
two persons per family working, and the average number of days worked 


was 7.5 days per omployed persons or about 13 days work per family re- 
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ne 


od 


porting-work. 


4 1/ Davs work as used here means a day on which any work was received, 
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The ages of persons reported as working in the month preceding ° 
camp registration closely conforms to the age composition reported 


above for all persons actively in the labor market. Persons under 19 


of 


‘years of age meke up 14 per cent of all persons reported as actively 

in the labor marlcet, and 13 per cent of all persons reported as work- 
ing in this month. Persons between 19 and 29 were 51 per cent of the 
total labor force available from all families, and in the month pre- 
ceding registration 52 per cent of the persons working were between 
these ages. 

While slightly more than half of all families reported find- 
ing some empioyment in this month, this is by no means a complete 
index to the incidence of unemployment among the families Curing this 
Month. For every one person who found eny employment in this period, 


‘there were 1.4 persons actively in the labor market who found none at 


If it is assumed that there are 25 working days per month, the 
5,574 persons aveilable for work offer a total of 135,450 man-days per 
month available for employment. The amount of employment received rep- 
resents a utilization of only 135 per cent of the available man-days 
during this period. 

The extent to which available man-days were utilized according 
to the registration records, is in close agreement with the employment 


. 


received by families while actually residing in FSA Migratory Labor 


a ee 


Camps during the four months from January-April, 1940. y 

Among tne 52 per cent of the families reporting some employ- 
ment in these months, the amount of employment received was by no 
méens evenly distributed. The amount of work received per family 
varied directly with the number of persons working. Families having 
one worker employed in this month were 56 per cent of all families 
reporting employment but these femilies received only 33 per cent of 
the days of cmoloyment. Those families with 4 members cmployed con- 
stituted 5 per cent of ali reporting but they received 11 per cent of 
the days of employment (Table 7). 

In summery, 25 per cent of all the families registering in 
these four months received 67 per cent of the employment reported 
for all families for the month preceding entry into camp; almost half 

£ the families were not employed at all, and the employment index in 
terms of aggregate man-days available for all families registering 
ger “he four month period stood at 13 per cent. 

Only 9 per cent of the femilies reported an employed member at 
the time they registered in the camps; 13 per cent of the families ins 
dicated that they had been promised work in the locality of the camp 
into which they were entering. The remainder, 78 per cent, came to 


the camps with no more than a hope that they would be able to find work. 


1/ See Bureau of Agricultural Economics and Farm Security Administra- 
tion, Employment Situation of Agricultural Workers Living in FSA 


Migratory Labor Camps. Current Reports for January, March and 


April. Mimeogrephed. 
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Families Entering F. S. A. Migratory Labor Camps in California 
and Arizona Curing January-April, 1910, Classified by 
Distribution of the Work heceived During the 
Month Preceding Entry Into Camps. 


iti he “; Number of :  .sAverage :Average 
Number of : Families : Number of ;Days Per: Days 
Workers :Heporting Work: Days > Persow <4 Fer 
Per Family .¢ Paso 40 Days. s Worked :Working :Family 
Apeipeas Pot. Noy oS Cts ° | Pat. We of epee 


All Families 2,6)8 

Families Reporting 2,305? LOO.O0 BrP, ' 100.0 Temes Rhee! 
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EDUCATION AND OCCUPATIONAL BXPZRIENCE 


Half of the heads of families registering in FSA camps had not 
reached the eighth grade in school, and only 3 per cent had completed 
high school. Differences from these total averages are found within 
the several age groups. Of the heads of families less than 30 years 
of age, approximately 43 per cent had not reached the eighth grade-- 
among those 60 years of age and over, 61 per cent had not achieved 
this grade. One per cent of the family heads had attended college. 

The family heads reported a wide range of previous occupa- 
tional experience. As might be expected, 95 per cent of them stated 
that they had worked as agricultural laborers. The average length of 
time in this occupation was over 5 years. if The average number of 
years during which family heads had worked as agricultural laborers 
renged from two and a half years for those who were less than 20 
years of age, to more then cight years reported by those over 665. 

Approximately 28 per cent of all family heads reported that 
they had been farm owners during some time in their lives, and the 
average length of farm ownership was 9 years. More than half of those 
over 50 years of age reported themselves as having been farm owners 
for an average period of 12 years. 

A higher proportion of the heads of families indicated that 


they had been tenant farmers than was true of any other occupational 


i/ A year's experience as used here means a year during which this 
occupation was followed for any extensive period of time. 
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category; 51 per cent of all femilies reported this occupation and more 
than 70 per cent of all family heads 45 years of age and over had been 
tenant farmers. The average period of tenant farming for all families 
was more than 9 years. 

It is a popular impression that the families in FSA Camps are 
exclusively “agricultural” or "farming" people. Yet, half of the heads 
of families registering in camps during this four-month period had had 
nonagricultural experience, and the average years of this experience 
was Slightly less than seven. The number of years of nonagricultural 
experience increased steadily with the age of the family heed report- 
ing. For those 50 years of age and over, the average was almost 11 
years of nonagricultural experience (Table @). 

The 1,313 families who reported having nonegricultural occupea- 
tionel experience had been mainly skilled, semi-skilled, and unskilled 
workers in about equal proportions although some had been professional 
persons, entrepreneurs or clerks (Table 13). ‘The years of experience 
in nonagricultural industrics demonstrates that this work was in most 


cases of considerable duration, for example, 86 per cent of the skilled 


workers reported working at skilled occupations for inore than two years. 


(Table 9). 
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CHILD LABOR AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 


ee ee 


Children in the families of these agricultural workers entering 
FSA Camps do not attend school in California and Arizona in the same 
proportion as the children of the same ages in the general population 
of these states. In 1950, approximately 95 per cent of all children 
aged six to 12 in California attended school, sand 83 per cent of the 
children aged 13 to 18 were in school. ue Only 83 per cent of the six 
to 12 year old children of these agricultural worker families went to 
school during the current school term. In sharp contrast with the state 
figures for 1930, and despite the fact that the school leaving age in 
California is 18, only 41 per cent, half the state proportion, of the 
children 13 to 18 in these families were pupils during the current 
school term. 

Only a partial explanation of the low percentage of the ages 
group 13 to 18 who attend school is to be found in the necessity for 
the earnings of the older children. In the month preceding camp regis- 
trations, 18 per cent of the children of these ages worked an average 
of 7.2 days per worker. Nearly half of this age group were reported by 
their parents to be actively in the labor market, ‘However, of those 
children 13 to 18 years of age who were reported by their parents not 
to be inthe lebor market, more than half of them were not attending 


school during tho current school term (Table 10). 


1/ U. S. Census of Population - 1930. 
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Table 10. 
Children 6-18 Years of Age Members of Families Entering 
vi, F.S.A. Migratory Labor Camps in California and Arizona 
Classified by School Attendance and by Active 
Participation in the Lebor Market. 
ts . Ghitaven -. Children 
vk ete 13-18 
me Total (number) : 1,986 : 1,635 
(percent) : 100.0 : 100.0 
Pupils during current : : u 
ae i school term : : 
pe (number ) : 1,654 : 662 
‘hola (percent) : 83.3 : LiO.5 
Worked in past 30 deys * a 
(number ) : 5 : 292 
a (percent) : 0.3 : L749 
ees At present actively engaged : : 
etl: in labor market : : 
. (number ) : 25 : 75, 
(percent) : 1.3 : h6.1 
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DEPARTURE FROM CAMPS 


Many of the families who entered the camps during the first 
four months of 1940 departed from the camps during this same period. 

By April 30, 58 per cent of all families who had entered camps since 
January 1 had left the camps; 86 per cent of the families who had reg- 
istered in the camps during the first week of January had departed by 
this date and 80 per cent of those who came in the sccond week had left 
by April 30th. The average length of stay for the families entering 

and departing during this period was 4.4 weeks for the camps in Northern 
California, 4.7 weeks for camps in the San Joaquin Valley, 4.5 weeks for 
frizgona camps, but 6-5 weeks for Imperial and Coachella Valley camps, 
The much longer average stay in the camps in the Imperial and Coachella 
Valley is surprising when it is remembered that during this period the 
average camp population in this area declined from 654 families in 
January to 309 families in April (Table 11). 

Approximately 87 per cent of the families leaving camps stated 
that they expected to find work at their destination, Only a few, 
however, indicated that they were leaving with certain prospects of work. 
More than one-fourth stated that they had no definite information of any 
kind regarding the work they expected to find at thoir destination. 

Three per cont of the families had learned of work from labor 
contractors; almost a fourth of them had heard of work fron friends or 


neighbors; anothor 25 per cent of the families were secking work from 
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Table At 


Families Entering anc Leaving Farm Security Acministration 
Migratory Labor Camps in California and Arizona. 
January - April, 1940. 


oe eee :Cumulative':; ; ~~ sPercentage 1/ 
Week of : Number :Number of :: Number :Cumulative:All Departures 
Registration :Entering :Families 7, Departing svumber of «Ars of fied 
at Camps :That Week: Entering 7: by Weeks :Departures:Admissions. 
January 1 - 6 : 58 : 58 ve G 34 
Ns ; oh : eg 6 8 5.4 
14 - 20 ; 123 ; ale Fr 8 : 16 548 
el-2 : 88 : 360 he 14 : 30 8.3 
Jan. 26 - Feb. 3 : ie ; 472 s 16 : 46 94/7 
February 4 - 10 : oi : 559 “¥- a. ; 67 12.0 
Re Se : L106 : 565 2 335 : 100 15.0 
18 - 24 : 116 : 781 28 32 : 132 16.9 
Feb. 20 -Mar. 2 : 180 : 961 a3 45 ; pie org 18.4 
March foe 9 : Lee : 1,083 e: 1G : geo | Cowie 
10-16 - Bol : 1,504 HE ay : 346 3 26.9 
17 - 23 ; 29 : dy DOT ats 114 : AGO os 29.5 
24 - 30 : 250 : 100d i £52 : 612: 34.2 
Mar. 31 - Apr. 6 : 219 : 4,006 2 190 : oUey 59'.0 
Apr. fe : 190 ‘ RNS Ss We 143 : S45 & 43.0 
TA. &. BO : a ae ; Eyour a 158 : Lar ns 46.5 
2 ree : 178 : Op 045 i: 3574 : Lye ok 58.0 
Poet 50) : 103 2 2,648 ¢: ~ : - : ~ 
Average weeks in Camp 
eee a wore ano Bneyone (amps «ow «6 6 be we 5.1 weeks 


Deerwe rt wtories CHmpS ete «6 6 « & woe ae ee + 4.4 weeks 
Drea one VELISr Gone. gow yk we ew we Oe 4.7 weeks 
Pioerid wend GCouchelio Valley Canpd. «is « 6 « & 6 te 5.5 weeks 
eee NSE Fee cig Se) Mo ke A ae ele ee oa ee 4.3 weeks 


Lf Based on ratio of cumuletive number of departures to cumulative number 
of admissions. 


farmers who had employed them previously; 12 per cent had made direct 
contacts with employers and were leaving to take work that had been of- 
fered; 8 per cent learned of work by correspondence. Less than one per 
cent of the femilies were leaving to seek work to which they had been 
referred by the State Employment Service. (Table 12) More had learned 
of work through FSA camp menagers than through the Employment Service. 
Although only six families reported leaving the camps to take work to 
which they had been referred through the State Employment Service, more 
then 54 per cent of the familics reported having members registered with 
this agency at the time they mtcred the camps. 

There was a markod tondency for the families leaving camps to 
choose destinations within the county or adjacent counties. However, 30 
per cent of the families leaving Arizona camps said they were going to 
Californias; 14 per cent leaving Arizona stated they were going to states 
Go the 6ast. Six per cent of tne families leaving Imporial and Coachella 
Valiey camps indicated they were going to eastern states, 5 per cont pave 
Arizona as their destination. Six por cent of those lesving camps in 
Northorn California said they were going to Oregon send Washington. 

Of those whose destination was in the San Joaquin Valley, 36 per 
eént expected to find work in the pea harvest, 16 per cent to work in 
potato harvest and 11 per cent to do general farm work. Most of the fam- 
ilies going to Sacramento Valley counties expected to find work thinning 
peaches and in the pea fields. For those families whose destination wa 


the Imperial and Coachella Valleys, work in the poas was the most frequently 
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Table le 


Families Entering and Leaving Farm Security Administration 

Migratory Labor Camps in California and Arizona, January— 

April, 1940, Classified by Source of information Concerning 
the Work Sought in Piaces of vVestination. i 


ao. Sk! hh CO vamp “¢ of negistration 
Information con-; : Northern :San Se aT ga et Ee wD 
cerning work in : All Camps : California: Valley + and : Arizona 
place of ; : Camps : Camps : Coachella ; Camps 

___ destination TE ie Sale Se ca Oe e ect.: No. P Feta: hd,; Pete. aaa Cua 


Total leaving camp : 1,77 : 


Total reporting : : : : : : : : - 

regarding work : S89 5 100~0 + IGE 2100.0: 387 2100.02 27: 100,02 6h F Roe 

information 3 : : : : : : ‘ 3 

iene  Beeg éc2 : BS 2 07,5: 117 2 Z0eas ohn os Oe 

Advertisement BS. O63 - : ; 0.3: L: ae 1 1.6 

Labor Contractor 20 3h 1. ie 16 i 13: 5.3: 

Word of mouth 210 23.6 31 10.3; 92 23.8: 73: 29.6: 1), 21.9 

Previous work ae 217 2hely h6 . 15.2; 66 io: 99: tpt: 6 9.1; 

Employer 105 11.8 | 13 had: 65 16.8: 20: 8.0: 7 10.9 

FSA Camp Manager y 28 Ly : 1.3: 1 . 0.3: 2: 0.8: - 

State Empl. dcketen: 6 Ou7 h 1.3: 1 ; 4.3: ¥ oie - e 

Correspondence 70 igh 8 hb el ai Lbs 5.73 27 ; he .2 

Private employment ; 
service : ae at aOR th ae - 3 : -: : - 3 

Other sources ie 0.8 : ri 1.8: : . 


1/ Information concerning families leaving camps, danuary - April, 1910, 
is available only for those families who entered the camp dur ine this 
period. 
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reported. Of all femilies departing in this period only 5 per cent said 
they expected to find nonagricultural employment. 

the uncertainty of finding work probably is ths major reason why 
oo per cent of the families stated they expected to live in 4 roadside 
camp at their destinations. Only 10 per cent thought they would be in 
farmers! campse 

While 27 per cent of the families entering FSA camps had come 
directly from other FSA camps, only 9 per cent of the fomilies leaving 
the carps in this pcriod expscted to recntor FSA camps at their destina- 
tion--a number slightly less than those who expected to rent houses, or 


to live in their trailer houses in their places of destination. 
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